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HEMOR: “DUI o ‘ '
THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

7S Covarzge of South Asia

SUGBJECT: =5
In.exémining ovart intelligsnce eDOICng on South Asia ‘and
Central Asia I hevs besn stiruck by the thinness of coverage
Of the politicellv relevant output of radio and press fxom
this part of th2 worid. I understand that FBIS some time
ago developed z wian for =z South Asian bureau which could
- - he -
help remedy this ga3, foc:ising on the Indian subcontinant,
Afg“ anistan a2nd Iran and on Soviet Central Asic. But I amL-
told that FBIS's plians hzvs been postponad tntil FY 19381 at
the earliest.- This sssms to me to be a mistake. .
The current crisis ip Iran confronts us with the need to co
N . - - - - v~ . - Yoy oy vy T -
”everythinc we —Ie To T2 mIre insight inio whnat 1s happenlndg
-* - = . 5 .’ . - il
in this whole arez_. =Swvstazatic exploitation of local—
language broadcasts and newspapers in Soviet Central Aslg
might provide a beiter idea of Soviet capabilities and
intentions towerd Irzn and Afhanistan, e.g. Ra?her than puc
off expansion of TBIS cepabilities in this critical region,
e should accelerate planning, find personnel with the L
needed language and analytical ska ills and shifit funds, it
necessary, to enable serious field surveys to begln immedi—
ately. The total cost for this kind of effort is small
compared to the investment re equired fox more sensitive- -
technical collection capebilities. , _ R
Please review plonS for developnent of this aspect of ovext.
collection and advise me by 30 November -how tbey can be . -.
accelerated. '
Vl"-
'2£ﬁb/ /8
Zbign BrzezinsXi.
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as rapidly as possible is even more obvious than it was
st

carea. (8)
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SECRIETE April 2, 1979
MEMORANDIM T'OR: THE DIRECYOR OF CENTRAL INTLLTIGENCH
SUBILCT: Augmenting FRIS's South Asian

Capabilitics (U)

I have noted your memorandw: of 21 March 167¢ on this
subjaect. While proposing an FPilS burecau in Pakisten is
undesirable when we are puvsuing the possibility of a
fallback position for the lost Iranian sites, it does not
seenm to ne that the two "neratlmno v“gca“vtnli conflicu. If
the Pakistanis should prove cooperavive on highly sensitive
technical capabilities, I should think therc might also be a

fair chance that they might also agree to the much less

politically s’?51tivc establishment of overt monitoring
capabilities. "I recommend you at least keep this poussibility

open. (8)

Meanwhile, I urge you to take at least tomporary measures Lo
improve monitoring from the whole South and Contral Asian
oveir L_Lj gbtuinable inlorn

i

area. The value o0f having thi

£ 14 uOV*Wb 3y 1978.  Inst
‘meanwnile increazed
Afghanistan and Iran, hn. @

to the RKurdish issue which sy )
S0 continue

I sent you ny memoran
and political fearms
the whole arca,
Pakistan and in,
to affect countries such as Turkey and Irag. We &
to need more tinely coverage of broadcasts from th: Sowiet
Caucasus and Central Asia and from the Soviet-Chinesc horder
(%

+

Please report by 1 May 1979 all mewsures you are ables to
take to improve FEIS coverage of all these iarﬁeuk. (<)

Zbigniew Brzezinsk

cc: Sec of State
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THE WHITE HOUSE - (>N
WASHINGTON
SECRET April 2, 1979
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
SUBJECT: Augmenting FBIS's South Asian

Capabilities (U)

I have noted your memorandum of 21 March 1979 on this
subject. While proposing an FBIS bureau in Pakistan is
undesirable when we are pursuing the possibility of a
fallback position for the lost Iranian sites, it does not
seem to me that the two operations necessarily conflict. If
the Pakistanis should prove cooperative on highly sensitive
technical capabilities, I should think there might also be a
fair chance that they might also agree to the much less
politically sensitive establishment of overt monitoring
capabilities. I recommend you at least keep this possibility

open. (8S)

Meanwhile, I urge you to take at least temporary measures to
improve monitoring from the whole South and Central Asian
area. The value of having this overtly obtainable information

‘as rapidly as possible is even more obvious than it was when

I sent you my memorandum of 14 November 1978. Instability

and political ferment have meanwhile increased throughout

the whole area, notably in Afghanistan and Iran, but also in
Pakistan and in respect to the Kurdish issue which may come

to affect countries such as Turkey and Irag. We also continue
to need more tlme]y coverage of broadcasts from the Soviet
Caucasus and Central Asia and from the Soviet-Chinese border

area. (8S)

Please report by 1 May 1979 all measur:s you are able to
take to improve FBIS coverage of all these targets. (C)

R\ )

Zbigniew Brzezinski

cc: Sec of State
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Review on 26 March 1983
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‘1EouT|NG AND RECORD SHEET™ 7
SUBJECT: (Optional) ’2 x4
Discussion Item - W [f /J
FROM: EXTENSION
Director, Foreign Broadcast
Information Service AT 6 April 1979 25X1
:Slzdin(gmcer designation, room number, and . DATE ICER'S COMMENTS (Number each comment to show from whom
RECEIVED W@IALS to whom. Draw a line ?cross column ofter each comment.)
1. Deputy Director for ' Q¢ [ 505
Science § Technology L,D
2. Room. 6160, Headquarters , I am available to talk to [25X1
| |during his 25x1
visit if that would be helptul.
Deputy Director of R Sik 25X1
Central Intelligence YRS e
4. ‘ i
DiTector, FBIS
5.
fh/ 215
6. /
7.
8.
9.
10. .
1.
12,
13.
14.
B 3ECR
WP
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